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CREATION OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY

▸ April 4, 1949 

▸ The founding treaty, the North Atlantic 
Treaty, is more commonly known as the 
Washington Treaty. 

▸ 12 founding members 

▸ USA, France, UK, Canada, Italy, Norway, 
Belgium, Netherlands, Portugal, 
Denmark, Iceland, and Luxembourg 

▸ The purpose is to guarantee the freedom 
and security of its members. 

▸ A response to the growing threat of the 
communist USSR. 



WHAT IS NATO?

▸ The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is a political and 
military alliance. 

▸ Political Alliance = NATO promotes democratic values. 

▸ Military Alliance = NATO uses military power to undertake 
crisis-management operations.



NATO PROMOTES DEMOCRATIC VALUES

▸ Members consult and cooperate on defence and security-
related issues. 

▸ All NATO decisions are made by consensus. 

▸ Decisions are made after discussions and consultation 
among member countries. 

▸ Members use diplomatic methods to build trust and 
prevent conflicts. 

▸ Peaceful resolution of disputes is the first option.



NATO USES MILITARY POWER

▸ Military efforts are carried out under the collective defence 
clause or, under a United Nations mandate. 

▸ Military power is used unilaterally or, in cooperations with 
other countries or international organizations. 

▸ Crisis-management involves both political and military 
tools.



THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY

▸ The North Atlantic Treaty is more commonly known as the 
Washington Treaty. 

▸ It was signed on April 4, 1949 in Washington DC, USA 

▸ The treaty consists of 5 articles. All are important, but 
Article 5 is significant. It exists/is reinforced by Article 51 of 
the Charter of the United Nations. 



ARTICLE 5 
The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of them in 
Europe or North America shall be considered an attack against them all 
and consequently they agree that, if such an armed attack occurs, each 
of them, in exercise of the right of individual or collective self-defence 
recognised by Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, will assist 
the Party or Parties so attacked by taking forthwith, individually and in 
concert with the other Parties, such action as it deems necessary, 
including the use of armed force, to restore and maintain the security of 
the North Atlantic area.

Any such armed attack and all measures taken as a result thereof shall 
immediately be reported to the Security Council. Such measures shall 
be terminated when the Security Council has taken the measures 
necessary to restore and maintain international peace and security .

of the North Atlantic Treaty



ARTICLE 51
Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of 
individual or collective self-defence if an armed attack occurs 
against a Member of the United Nations, until the Security 
Council has taken measures necessary to maintain international 
peace and security. Measures taken by Members in the exercise 
of this right of self-defence shall be immediately reported to the 
Security Council and shall not in any way affect the authority and 
responsibility of the Security Council under the present Charter 
to take at any time such action as it deems necessary in order to 
maintain or restore international peace and security.

of the Charter of the United Nations



NATO ARTICLE 5 & UN ARTICLE 51

▸ Article 5 of the Washington Treaty 

▸ collective defence commits members to protect each 
other and sets a spirit of solidarity 

▸ Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations 

▸ the inherent rights of independent states to individual 
or collective defence



COLLECTIVE DEFENCE

▸ Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty. 

▸ An attack against one is an attack against all. 

▸ Collective defence has been enacted many times. 

▸ Persian Gulf War, Crimea, Syria  



NATO CORE TASKS

▸ Collective defence 

▸ Crisis management 

▸ Cooperative security



MEMBERSHIP

▸ 29 member countries 

▸ Trans-Atlantic Link = North America and Europe 

▸ Canada was a founding member 

▸ April 4, 1949 

▸ Daily consultations and decisions by consensus 

▸ 40 non-member partners as well as international organizations   
(partner countries do not have decision making authority)



QUESTION SHEET


